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International Democracy Hub – Stakeholder Report 

 

I. Background 
1. This report has been submitted by the International Democracy Hub (IDH), a civil society 

organization based in the Republic of Korea, for consideration by the Committee on the 

Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD) in its review of the Democratic People’s 

Republic of Korea (DPRK). The report presents an overview of legal, policy, and practical 

developments concerning the rights of persons with disabilities in the DPRK, drawing on 

information collected and analyzed by IDH since the previous reporting cycle. The report 

reflects IDH’s engagement with disability rights monitoring and aims to contribute to the 

effective implementation of the CRPD in the DPRK by highlighting key gaps and 

challenges, particularly in relation to marginalized and underserved disability groups. 

 

II. Information Provided by the International Democracy Hub 

 
A. Legislation 

 
2. The DPRK enacted the Law on the Protection of Persons with Disabilities in 2003, 

explicitly stipulating protections for the rights and interests of persons with disabilities. 

This law was revised in November 20132 and further strengthened by the adoption of the 

Law on the Guarantee of Rights for Persons with Disabilities in September 2023, 

indicating ongoing legislative efforts.3 

 

3. However, the DPRK Constitution currently lacks explicit provisions prohibiting 

discrimination based on disability or guaranteeing equality for persons with disabilities. 

This absence limits the legal foundation for full inclusion and protection in line with 

international standards such as the CRPD.4 

 

4. The Socialist Labor Law includes provisions to support workers temporarily disabled due 

to workplace accidents or illnesses. Nevertheless, testimonies reveal discrepancies 

between these legal provisions and their actual implementation, raising concerns about the 

law’s effectiveness in practice.5 

 

5. Existing legislation concerning employment lacks specific clauses prohibiting 

discrimination based on disability. Reasonable accommodations are minimal, often 

limited to reduced working hours, without broader legal guarantees for equal opportunities 

in hiring, training, promotion, or dismissal.6 
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6. In the area of family life, while the DPRK asserts that it legally protects the rights of 

persons with disabilities, practices such as forced sterilization, family separation, and 

social isolation continue to be reported. Such practices raise serious concerns regarding 

the protection of personal integrity and family rights.7 

 

7. Educational legislation remains narrowly focused on children with visual and hearing 

impairments. There is little to no legal coverage for inclusive education for children with 

mental or multiple disabilities, limiting access to appropriate learning environments.8 

 

8. Despite constitutional guarantees of freedom of movement, reports indicate that persons 

with disabilities in the DPRK experience limited freedom in choosing their living 

environment due to a lack of accessible infrastructure and restricted housing options. Such 

limitations highlight a gap between legal guarantees and actual enforcement. Such 

limitations highlight a gap between legal guarantees and actual enforcement.9 

 

B. Policies and Strategies 

9. Although the DPRK has adopted Regulations on Schools for the Blind and Deaf, the 

number of special schools—approximately 11 nationwide 10 —remains insufficient to 

ensure broad access to quality education for children with disabilities.11 

 

10. The DPRK’s National Strategy for Economic Development (2016–2020) included targets 

related to persons with disabilities; however, these objectives have not been effectively 

met, indicating a gap between strategic planning and practical implementation.12 

 

11. While the DPRK has enacted the Child Rights Protection Law aiming to guarantee 

children’s rights, its implementation has been insufficient in effectively safeguarding those 

rights, particularly in vulnerable and marginalized populations.13 

 

12. The DPRK lacks clear legal definitions and comprehensive legislation to prevent child 

trafficking. Existing measures are insufficient, with no effective investigation or victim 

protection systems in place, and limited enforcement capacity. Serious concerns remain 

regarding the effectiveness of the child protection mechanism.14 

 

13. The birth registration system in the DPRK remains inadequate, with gaps in coverage that 

contribute to risks of statelessness and restricted access to essential public services for 

unregistered children.15 

 

14. Although the DPRK Constitution guarantees freedom of movement, existing policies do 

not adequately prevent the involvement of children in armed conflict. Relevant 

international instruments such as the Optional Protocol on the involvement of children in 

armed conflict have yet to be fully integrated into domestic policy frameworks.16 
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15. While some policy frameworks exist to support children and persons with disabilities, their 

implementation is often geographically limited—primarily concentrated in Pyongyang—

resulting in unequal access to services and protection in other regions, particularly remote 

areas.17 

 

C. Practical Implementation 

 
16. Although the DPRK has enacted legal and policy frameworks concerning the rights of 

persons with disabilities, their implementation remains inconsistent and limited in practice. 

The gap between legislation and enforcement is significant, particularly outside major 

urban centers. 

17. Access to essential services such as education, healthcare, and employment for persons 

with disabilities is restricted. Reasonable accommodations are rarely available, and 

inclusive services are underdeveloped, especially for persons with intellectual or multiple 

disabilities. 

 

18. The limited number of special education institutions—primarily serving individuals with 

visual or hearing impairments—means that many children with disabilities, particularly 

those with developmental or complex needs, remain excluded from education.18 

 

19. Rural and remote areas face severe service gaps, with little to no infrastructure or support 

systems for persons with disabilities. Most policy implementation is concentrated in 

Pyongyang, exacerbating regional inequality.19 

 

20. Discriminatory practices persist in various sectors, including employment, where persons 

with disabilities face limited opportunities and lack of protection from workplace 

discrimination.20 

 

21. Testimonies suggest the existence of harmful practices such as forced sterilization and the 

separation of persons with disabilities from their families, justified by outdated notions of 

“disability prevention.” These practices contravene international human rights norms.21 

 

22. The right to freedom of movement for persons with disabilities is not effectively upheld. 

In some cases, individuals with disabilities face restrictions on residence or are forcibly 

relocated away from Pyongyang, further isolating them from access to services.22 

 

23. While some model institutions exist in Pyongyang, they are not representative of the 

nationwide reality. Implementation across the country is fragmented, under-monitored, 

and often inaccessible to marginalized groups, particularly those in non-elite or rural 

communities.23 
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D. Budget 

 
24. The DPRK has not publicly disclosed a dedicated budget for the implementation of the 

rights of persons with disabilities, making it difficult to assess the scale and sufficiency of 

financial commitments to disability-related policies and services.24 

 

25. Available information indicates that public investment in disability-inclusive 

infrastructure—such as accessible transportation, assistive devices, or community-based 

services—is extremely limited and largely confined to symbolic facilities concentrated in 

Pyongyang.25 

 

26. Budgetary allocations for special education remain inadequate, as evidenced by the limited 

number of special schools and the near-total absence of inclusive education programs for 

children with mental or multiple disabilities.26 

 

 

27. Rehabilitation and healthcare services for persons with disabilities are underfunded, 

particularly outside of the capital. This results in unequal access to essential medical care, 

rehabilitation, and assistive technology across different regions.27 

 

28. There is little to no publicly available data on how national or local budgets are allocated 

for disability-specific programs, reflecting a broader lack of transparency and 

accountability in public financial management.28 

 

29. International support and humanitarian aid for disability-related services appear to be 

minimal and are not systematically integrated into national planning or budgeting 

frameworks. This hinders long-term sustainability of services for persons with 

disabilities.29 

 

30. The absence of gender- and disability-sensitive budgeting practices further limits the 

DPRK’s ability to meet its obligations under the CRPD, particularly with respect to 

women and children with disabilities who often face multiple layers of marginalization.30 

 

E. Disaggregated data 

 
31. Although the DPRK has established systems for disability registration and data 

management, it has not released any credible national data disaggregated by disability type, 
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age, gender, location, or socioeconomic status. Such data has also not been independently 

verified.31 

 

32. Official statistics concerning children with disabilities are extremely limited. 32  For 

example, while some reports mention the existence of approximately 11 special schools 

nationwide, no data is available on how many children with disabilities are enrolled, their 

types of disabilities, or regional disparities in access to education.33 

 

33. The absence of disaggregated data hinders effective monitoring of the implementation of 

the CRPD and other human rights frameworks. Without detailed information, it is difficult 

to assess whether marginalized groups—such as women with disabilities, children in rural 

areas, or individuals with multiple disabilities—are being adequately protected.34 

 

34. There is no disaggregated budgetary information that would allow civil society or 

international actors to track government spending on disability-related programs or 

services.35 

 

35. International organizations and UN bodies have repeatedly called for improved data 

collection and reporting practices in the DPRK, but national authorities have yet to 

establish a consistent system for collecting and sharing rights-based, disaggregated 

disability data.36 

 

36. The lack of transparent, disaggregated data—along with the concentration of data 

collection in specific regions—not only impedes policy formulation and evaluation, but 

also limits opportunities for targeted interventions, inclusive planning, and 

accountability.37 

 

F. Main recommendations 

 
a. Legal and Constitutional Reform 

 

37. To address the absence of constitutional provisions prohibiting discrimination on the basis 

of disability, IDH recommends that the DPRK amend its Constitution to explicitly prohibit 

disability-based discrimination and to guarantee the right to equality in accordance with 

the CRPD. 38 

 

38. To address the lack of comprehensive anti-discrimination legislation protecting persons 

with disabilities, IDH recommends the adoption of a national law that explicitly prohibits 

discrimination in all areas of life—including employment, education, healthcare, and 

access to services—and mandates the provision of reasonable accommodation. 
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39. To address the ineffective enforcement of existing disability-related legislation, IDH 

recommends the establishment of independent monitoring mechanisms and clear 

enforcement procedures to ensure the effective implementation of disability rights laws. 

 

b. Access to Services and Protection 
 

40. To address the severe limitations in educational access for children with intellectual and 

multiple disabilities, IDH recommends the nationwide expansion of inclusive and special 

education services that respond to the full spectrum of disabilities, including in rural and 

underserved regions.  

 

41. To address the continuation of harmful practices such as forced sterilization and family 

separation under the pretext of disability prevention, IDH recommends the immediate 

abolition of such practices and the revision of relevant laws to align with the CRPD’s 

principles of dignity, autonomy, and family integrity.  

 

42. To address disparities in access to healthcare, rehabilitation, and assistive devices for 

persons with disabilities, IDH recommends sustained investment in disability-inclusive 

health infrastructure and services, particularly outside of Pyongyang.  

 

43. To address ongoing restrictions on the freedom of movement and forced relocation of 

persons with disabilities, IDH recommends that the DPRK uphold the right to freedom of 

movement for all persons with disabilities and abolish any discriminatory relocation 

policies. 

 

c. Budget and Resource Allocation 
 

44. To address the insufficient and opaque allocation of budgetary resources for disability-

related programs, IDH recommends that the DPRK allocate adequate, transparent, and 

disaggregated budget lines to ensure the effective implementation of disability rights in all 

sectors. 

 

d. Data and Accountability 
 

45. To address the absence of reliable disaggregated data on persons with disabilities, IDH 

recommends the establishment of a national data collection system that provides regular, 

disaggregated statistics by disability type, gender, age, and location to inform evidence-

based policymaking and monitoring. 

 

e. International Cooperation 
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46. To address the lack of alignment with international human rights standards in disability 

policy implementation, IDH recommends that the DPRK strengthen cooperation with UN 

mechanisms and international organizations to obtain technical assistance and build 

institutional capacity for CRPD compliance. 
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